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NOAH WEBSTER.

dition in the country to live with comfort
and pursue my studies; but even this can-
not be obtained till the measures of Con-
gress assume a more auspicious aspect.
Adieu, dear sir. The little Band will no
doubt do their duty, but what can be done
against the army of slaves? Alexander
Wolcott! ! We must drink the cup of dis-
grace to the dregs ! Yours, in low spirits,
*' 1ST. WEBSTER, JUN."

If the letter was an indirect appeal to
Mr. Quincy to advance a few thousand dol-
lars on good security, it does not seem to
have effected its purpose, and a man with
money to lend would not have his confi-
dence in the borrower's capacity to repay it
increased by knowing that the time of the
loan was to be occupied in making astonish-
ing discoveries in the roots of language. It
has often been, stated that Dr. Webster sup-
ported himself and large family, during the
twenty or thirty years he was employed in
the preparation of his great Dictionary,
mainly by a copyright of one cent or less
on his Spelling-Book, and it is quite certain
that the several other enterprises in which